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PREFACE. 



Devotion to the service of God is the duty of 
every Christian who owes to Him the powers he 
has and the blessings he enjoys ; who has been 
kept from danger by the care of God, and has 
to ply his daily calling ; having to meet influ- 
ences not &vourable to godliness ; who feels his 
weakness, but yet believes that he has a friend 
within the veil, — Jems^ the Son of God. — 
" Ask^ the Saviour said, ." and it shall be given 
to you ; SEEK, and ye A^find ; knock, and it 
shall be opened to you: for every one that 
ASKETH, receiveth ; and he that seeketh, find- 
eth; and to him that knooketh, it shall be 

OPENED. 

^^ Pray without ceasing" is the injunction 
given by an apostle. The meaning is, that 
devotion should not be occasional, but habitual; 
— that no act should be done, and no thought 
entertained, on which God's blessing Q»xis>sSi\.\5fc 
asked ; and that, as aVwa^^ xia^^vck^ "^^p^ "^^^oSv. 
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direction, the Clxristian should have recourse to 
all-sufficient help. Not many words are needed, 
— ^but a prayerful spirit is essential. 

Besides prayer, helps to godliness wiU be 
found in devout meditation and careful reading 
of Scripture, with such aids to the understand- 
ing and studious perusal of the Word as may 
be readily obtained. The notes of Barnes 
are in some respects valuable. For the more 
learned, Blomfield or Alfokd deserve to be 
recommended, though the latter is questionable 
as regards orthodoxy, and the first cannot be de- 
pended on. The best popular comment will be 
found in the "Critical Am> Explanatory 
Pocket Bible," published by Mr Collins, Glas- 
gow, which may be obtained at a very reason- 
able price. The Kev. Dr Jamieson, known by 
his iUustrafions of Biblical Customs, the Rev. 
Mr Fausset, of St Cuthbert's, York, and the 
Rev. B. M. Smith, are annotators. 
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THE DUTY OF FAMILY PRAYER. 



** Then David returned to bless his household.'' 

—2 Samuel, vi. 20. 

We have here recorded the example of one, 
whose fidelity to Q-od was unimpaired by the 
high position he had been called to occupy, and 
the adverse influences with which he had to 
contend. From a public act of devotion David 
retiu'ned to entreat the blessing of God on the 
members of his own household. Laying aside 
the insignia of royalty, we see him before God 
acting as a priest in his own house ; affording 
an example well worthy of the imitation of all. 

From the patriarchal period till now no de- 
vout head of a family has neglected to observe 
the worship of God. He who is in earnest 
about religion will press its claims on others. 
His consciousness of sin, and of exposure to the 
wrath of God, ere he was renewed, must ha.^<^ 
impressed on him a aexvefc oi \JcL<b ^T^^^^s* ^^^- 
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dition of all who are in the like state ; while 
his desire of growth in grace will engender a 
similar feeling in behalf of others. Limits may 
be presented to his longing after active useM- 
ness for Gtod in his day and geneAtion ; and, 
generally he vdll feel that to act on others with 
a prospect of success, his efforts must be re- 
stricted within a smaller range than he at first 
thought. But where can he find those with 
whom he is brought more into contact, or on 
behalf of whom his tenderest feeUngs should be 
called forth, than those who dwell beneath his 
roof, — who have much similar joys and griefs, 
— the wife of his bosom, the children of his love, 
the domestics for whom he is accountable ? 

In many passages of Holy Writ we find refer- 
ence made to this duty. " Then began men," 
it is said, " to call on the name of the Lord."* 
Wherever the patriarchs pitched their tents, 
they also raised an altar ; and parents in Israel 
were solemnly charged to make religion the 
basis of their domestic economy. Thus, it is 
said in Deuteronomy,t " These words which I 
command thee this day, shall be in thine heart ; 
and thou shalt teach them diligently unto thy 

* Genesis, iy. 26. t BeuteTOiiom^, ^. ^, 1 . 
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children, and shalt talk of them when thou sit- 
test in thine house, and when thou walkest by 
the way, and when thou liest down, and when 
thou risest up. And thou shalt write them up- 
on the posts of thy house, and on thy gates. 
And it shall be, when the Lord thy God shall 
have brcmght thee into the land which he sware 
imto.thy fathers, to Abraham, to Isaac, and to 
Jacob, to give thee great and goodly cities which 
thou buildest not ; and wells digged, which thou 
diggedest not ; vineyards and olive-trees which 
thou plantedst not ; when thou shalt have eaten 
and be fiill ; then beware lest thou forget the 
Lord, which brought thee forth out of the land 
of Egjrpt, from the house of bondage." 

The first clause of our Lord's prayer teaches 
us a similar lesson. We begin by saying, *' Our 
Father." A parent is to train up his children in 
the way that they ought to go ; he has to serve 
a Master in heaven as well as a master on earth. 
Can he do so if God be almost constantly 
absent from his thoughts ; if the return of 
morning and evening find him not seeking, in 
their presence, grace and light for himself and 
them. Intercessory prayer, too, on behalf of 
those whom we love \a T^^o\xi\aa\A'^^ \j^ x^s^^^ 
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the example of our Lord. The night before He 
was crucified, ere the storm broke on him, and 
when the first mutterings of the coming tem- 
pest might be heard as the wind shook Gtethse- 
mane's oKve-trees, He employed the interval to 
converse with regard to the decease He should 
sustain at Jerusalem, and offered up that sub- 
lime and most earnest strain of supplication, 
wherein He pleaded so lovingly for the little 
band soon to be left as '^ sheep without a shep- 
herd," — ^to be the prey of foes and exposed to 
storm.* The Word, also, brings before us that 
great Mediator through whom we enjoy freedom 
of access to a throne of grace ; and it represents 
prayer not only as a privilege which we are in- 
vited to enjoy, but also as a duiy which we are 
called upon to perform. " I will," says St Paul, 
writing to Timothy his beloved son in the faith, 
" that men pray everywhere, lifting up holy 
hands without wrath or doubting.^f So says 
St James : " Is any among you afficted ? let 
him pray. Is any merry ? let him sing psalms." 

* John xvii. — There have been many Commentaries on this 
most interesting passage in the New Testanient — ^none of 
them superior to that of the late Rev. Br Brown, of Brough- 
ton Place U.P. Church. 

t 1 Timothy, u. 1-8. 
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The benefits which we receive at the hand 
of Qt)d call for grateful acknowledgment, as 
flowing, from undeserved bounty. But if per- 
sonal blessings should be owned, so should family 
blessings be acknowledged by the united thanks- 
givings of a household. Does an unseen hand 
protect during the stiUness of night ? Is an un- 
seen Guide watching over us during the duties of 
the day ? Shall not then the voice of praise arise 
from the habitations in which we dwell? Is 
the buckler of His protection stretched between 
us and mighty, though unseen foes, and shall 
no cry for help arise to Him who can " keep our 
feet from falling ?" When, moreover, we con- 
trast His purity with our pollution, must we 
not be conscious of family, as well as of private 
sins ? Ought we not penitently to confess these, 
and to ask the averting of those punishments 
which we feel that we have deserved ? Should 
not those who have sinned in common ask for- 
giveness in common ? and those who jointly 
receive mercies, unite in praise of a common 
benefactor ? As, accordingly, the light of day 
beholds the household group kneeling around 
the femily altar before a " Father in heaven," 
and the evening shades mtae«» ^<2sa ^^^o&fe'ssesss^ 
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of sins, and their asking of forgiveness, may 
they not hope to receive a fulfilment of the 
Saviour's gracious words ? " If two of you shall 
agree on earth touching any thing they shall ask, 
it shall be done for them of my Father which is 
in heaven. For where two or three are gathered 
together, there am I in the midst of themu" 

We now proceed to mention some of the ad- 
vantages arising out of the observance of family 
worship. 

Its performance will encourage and promote 
the dutiful behaviour of children, and the fidelity 
of servants. The fear of God in a family secures 
authority above every secondary motive, beget- 
ting esteem and love, — motives far more power- 
ful and persuasive than fear. — Others moreover 
may be attracted by seeing your reverence for 
an unseen but everywhere present Master in 
heaven, whose will is the groundwork of that 
obedience on the part of His creatures which is 
connected with their true happiness, both in 
time and eternity. They see how anxious is 
your concern for their welfare, when they hear 
statedly the breathings of an affectionate heart, 
pleading for them with God, and asking for 
them paxdon and peace. Influence so acquired 
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is to a certain degree independent of bodily pres- 
ence. You may be from home, but they have 
learned a salutary awe of offending against God ; 
and you have done much to give their minds a 
right bias and direction. 

This too, by the blessing of God, and the in- 
fluence of the Sptirit, is one of the most efl5caci- 
ous means for the promotion of holiness, and 
the advantage of a household. — To its due and 
devout observance many have ascribed their first 
impressions of the beauty of holiness and the ad- 
vantage of piety ; while many have ascribed their 
ruin to living where God's name was scarcely 
ever heard, save in the expressions of impiety ; 
or where, though His name was not thus openly 
profaned, His authority was trifled with and 
His claims neglected ; the household being con- 
nected by no religious tie, but each member of 
it doing what was " right in his own eyes/' and 
walking after the desire of his own heart; — 
where there were the murmurings of discontent, 
the bursts of passion, and the exhibitions of sel- 
fishness which show the corruption of the unre- 
generate heart. In the contrary case, great 
inducements for persevering 9i the practice of 
holiness, are held owt aJfika \a ^^ ^ix^^ ^^^ss^^^ 
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The aids of instruction, example, authority, and 
conversation are exhibited on the side of piety ; 
instead of &cilities being given for indulging 
in sin, and persevering in the " broad path" 
which leadeth to destruction. 

If too, we reflect on the important place 
assigned to the use of means, an additional 
reason is supplied. Our part should be done, 
while the issue must be left to G-od. A house- 
hold where family prayer is " wont to be made," 
is, in fact, a school of instruction in religion ; 
provided especially that the reading of Scripture 
is a regular accompaniment of that worship. 
Thus the contents of the Bible are in due 
course brought before the family. They are 
reminded of the relation they stand in to their 
Maker, and Saviour ; of sins and wants ; — ^how 
they may receive pardon for the one, and relief 
of the other. They daily receive, "line upon 
line, and precept on precept." Accessions are 
made to their stock of knowledge ; new truths 
are brought before them, and old ones recalled. 

The devotions offered should be adapted to 

the circumstances of a household. Is it with 

them a time of joy? Then expressions of pious 

srathude shovlA. arise ;— or has sorrow visited 
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the dwelling as with a darkening cloud ? Then, 
let there be acknowledgment of the divine equity 
and justice, and the imploring of grace that the 
stroke may be sanctified and blessed. 

Lastly, let us advert to one or two of the 
objections sometimes urged against the per- 
formance or commencement of the worship of 
God in the family. 

We have already seen the Scriptural founda- 
tion on which the duty rests. This, in itself, is 
a sufficient reason for urging its performance ; 
for, if clearly enjoined in the word of God, the 
supposed difficulty of its observance does not 
form an adequate excuse for neglecting it. 
The natural heart is indeed reluctant and averse 
to the things of God, but the enmity requires to 
be subdued and the reluctance overcome, if any 
would enjoy His presence and favour. What 
then is the course such should follow but that 
of imploring of God pardoning mercy and de- 
liverance, — going as needy applicants to the 
foot of the cross, seekmg mercy to pardon and 
grace to help : — as responsible not for them- 
selves alone, but for others also, children and 
dependents, whom God has put under their 
charge, — and for neglect ot Vt^ssefo «^^c^^ao^ 
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interests an account will be demanded by the 
righteous Judge. 

But passing from this class, let me, in con- 
clusion, take notice of one or two objections 
that may be urged, arising partly from diffi- 
dence, and partly from a sense of unworthiness. 

Want of time is a common excuse pleaded. 
But time is a " talent," and a portion of it is 
assuredly due to God. Not the busiest is so 
completely occupied as in almost every case to 
be unable to spare a brief space, morning and 
evening, for reading the Word, and imploring 
divine grace and guidance. 

Some object that they have not hitherto per- 
formed the duty, and are reluctant to introduce 
it for the first time. But this is not a new 
observance in itself; it is as old as time^ and its 
practice as ancient as the existence of the first 
pair. It was once peculiarly characteristic of 
Scotland, and was a guard of national virtue^ and 
a pledge of individual character: — maintained 
in each family, of whatever rank, that made 
profession of religion. The period has not yet 
been forgotten when mea could not walk along 
the city street without hearing the voice of 
j>mij5e arise from almost every house, or pass by 
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the rural dwelling that was not so consecrated 
to God ; and it would be the favourable augury 
of better times were the observance generally 
revived. 

We notice but another plea, that of inoMlity 
to perform the duty as it ought to be done. But 
none can tell until they try, and, next to the 
blessing of God, nothing contributes more to 
teach men how to pray, than frequent practice. 
Did you desire in good earnest to succeed, you 
would strive to attain this excellent gift. Your 
suflSciency, moreover, is of Gtod and not of 
yourselves. Nor do you find yourself at a loss 
for words when you would conduct the ordinary 
business of your families, or manage the affairs 
of life, — or tell another of the wrongs he may 
have done you, or acquaint him with your 
desires and wishes. How then, is it that a ra- 
tional and responsible being, — the child of clay, 
yet professedly aspiring after a home in hea- 
ven ; who needs salvation, and, wanting that, 
must lose all ; — a dependent creature subsisting 
on the bounty of the Most High ; one who must 
die, and appear before the judgment-seat of 
Christ ; who must spend eternity in a state of 
either happiness or miserj \-Aio^ \^\^.*eosi^ xjjcmt 
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cannot hold communion with God, entreat- 
ing favour and forgiveness from Him? Can 
there be any other reason than this, — ^that you 
are still at enmity with, and at a distance from 
Him? 

True it is that we ought to approach His 
throne with reverence and awe, seeking to "order 
our speech aright," when we invoke His sacred 
presence. But the "ordering" of the speech, 
has much more reference to the sentiments 
themselves than to the way in which these may 
be expressed. If there be genuine piety and 
love of holiness in the heart, — the simplicity, 
nay even the homeliness of the language used, 
will not prevent answer from a gracious God,-r- 
who looks to the sincerity of the desire in itself; 
who desires above all things a mlling mindy and 
accepteth a man according to what he hath, not 
according to what he hath not ; — ^and who may 
be spoken of as hearing the cry and understand- 
ing the artless whisper of even a little child. 

The materials are, moreover, most ample from 

which to form the expression of wants before a 

throne of grace. Seek then, to reflect upon and 

to enter into the spirit of that most suggestive 

XQodel of prayer which our Lord taught His 
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disciples, and gave them as a rule of direction. 
Carefiilly consider the explanations given in the 
Shorter Catechism of this most comprehensive 
prayer, and you will see what are the subjects 
which your petitions should embrace. Study 
the prayers of good men as recorded in Scrip- 
ture, especially the breathings of David's pious 
soul, as recorded in the book of Psalms. But 
the whole of God's Word is of use to direct us 
in prayer. There is not a promise which we 
may not appropriate, nor a precept which we 
should not pray for grace to enable us to per- 
form, nor a petition for deliverance from sin, 
and greater conformity to the Divine image, 
which we may not offer up. 

Let us, above all, seek to be imbued with the 
spirit of prayer, and all things else will be 
natural and easy. The prayers uttered by us 
on earth will be precursors of the praises of 
heaven, where vision shall succeed sight, and 
enjoyment will follow expectation. Amen. 



I htlizbt in (Soi i^t ^vtU^tx ^trng^g, palur oi 
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t^rb bag i^je rost again front i^t beab ; l^t ascenbtb into 
}^ti3ibtn, anb sittdl^ on t^t rigl^ ^anb of (Sob t^je (fattier 
gilmiglig ; from ti^tmt ^t s^all tome ta jnbgie tl^je quick 
anb ti^t bjeab. | hiiefrt in t^t flolg ^^ost ; ti^e ^olg 
catholic t^pxtclj ; ti^e communion of saints ; t^c forgibtntss 
of sins ; i^t resurrection of t^t bobg ; anb tl^t life ebcr- 
lasting. gimen. 
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^v^ leab us not into tentptation; but beUber us from 
ebil : for tlpm is t^e bingbom, anb t^e fobsn, anb t^e 
glorg, for eber. §imen. 
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We adore thee, God, as the Author of oiir 
being ; the Bang eternal, immortal, and invi- 
sible, whose throne is established in righteous- 
ness, — ^the wonders of whose creating power are 
seen in whatever lives and breathes. Thou 
didst stretch out the heavens as a curtain, and 
measure the waters in the hollow of Thy hand ; 
adapting the organs of each creature to the 
sphere in which it is meant to move; — regu- 
lating the motions of the mightiest orbs, and 
yet so caring for the himiblest object that owes 
to Thee its being, that not a sparrow falleth to 
the ground without our Father's knowledge. 

To us Thou hast given faculties far above 
those of the most powerful creatures that live 
and move in this world. Thou didst form man 
after thine own image, designing that he should 
show forth Thy glory; and when the first of 
our race beheld the scene oi \>e»jQto5 ^fit<3sss>»^^Xv^ 
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offered up the hymn of praise, recognised his 
Maker's goodness, and sought to show forth His 
glory. Enable us, we beseech Thee, to see, and 
make our hearts to feel, the greatness and good- 
ness of Him with whom we have to do. When 
all around reminds us of a Father's presence, 
let not our souls be insensible to His claims. 
Bless the Lord, our souls, and let all that is 
within us be stirred up to magnify the mum of 
Him who maketh morning and evening to re- 
joice over our heads, — ^who daily loads us with 
benefits, — even the God of our salvation. 

Amidst this world's cares, we bless His name 
who has appointed one day in seven for His 
special service. May we enter into its spirit 
and design, appreciate its rest and engage with 
profit in its services. Give us enlarged views 
of divine truth. Preserve us from worldly 
thoughts; and enable us to worship Thee in 
spirit and in truth. 

Let a blessing from on high rest on our 
dwelling. Extend the boundaries of Messiah's 
kingdom, and may the period soon come when 
incense and a pure offering shall be presented 
by the people of every land ; for Jesus' sake. 
Amen. 
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Eternal and ever-blessed GM, at the close of 
thine own day, help us to approach Thy gracioui 
presence. Hiou art the Hearer and Answerer 
of prayer, the Author of every good and perfect 
gift, — ^a God of infinite power and unspotted holi- 
ness. Eveiy perfection adorns Thy nature; 
8treng;th and beauty are in Thy sanctuary. 
Mercy and Truth go before Thy face: Thou 
art glorious in hoKness, fearful in praises, doing 
wonders. 

Before Thee cherubim and seraphim veil 
their faces, ceasing not to cry, Holy, holy, holy, 
Lord God Almighty. Just and true are all 
Thy ways, thou King of saints 1 

We bless and praise Thee, heavenly Father, for 
the renewed opportunities we have enjoyed of en- 
gaging in Thy public service. We thank Thee 
for the pea«e and rest of thine OTm day, which 
we would regard as holy to the Lord ; — recaU- 
ing to us the bliss man forfeited by disobedience, 
and pointing to the fuller and perfect happiness 
of the world to come. 
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Seal on our hearts, Lord, the instructions 
of the Word. May it be the guide of our con- 
duct, and the source of consolation and support. 
Let not iniquity have dominion over us; but 
may we be enabled to advance from one degree 
of grace and strength to another, that our path 
may be as that of the just, which shineth mgre 
and more unto the perfect day. 

Pardon, Lord, the imperfect approaches we 
have this day made to Thee : the sins of our 
holy things, the deadness of our affections, the 
earthliness of our desires, our vain and worldly 
thoughts; and enable us, on succeeding Sab- 
baths, if we are spared to see them, to love Thee 
more and serve Thee better. May we foUow 
after holiness, and be enabled to rejoice in the 
Lord Jesus Christ, who, as on this day, having 
finished transgression, made an end of sin, and 
brought in everlasting righteoiisness, burst the 
bonds of death, affording a pledge and earnest 
of the elevation to which His believing people 
shall be raised. May we follow Him in the 
regeneration, imbibe His spirit, and copy His 
example ; be willing to take up the cross ; and 
desirous of devoting ourselves to His service 
who has called us out of darkness to light ; re- 
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membering that of them to whom much has 
been given, much shall be required. 

Let thy blessing rest on the whole Church of 
the Eedeemer; pour out largely of the Spirit 
on the assemblies of Thy people. Let the truth 
as it is in Jesus prevail, and show compassion to 
the dwellers in regions of darkness, ignorance, 
and sin. Bless our fellow-worshippers, and be 
eracious to all who are near and dear to us. May 
Zr naa.es be written in the Lamb's book of 
life. Keep the young from the evil in the 
world ; train them up as a seed to serve Thee, 
when their older brethren shall have been com- 
mitted to the dust. 

Watch, Lord, over our sleeping hours, 
and when we wake, may we still be with Thee. 
Let not evil befall us, nor any plague come nigh 
our dwelling ; but, if it be Thy good pleasure, 
raise us up in health and strength to see the 
light of a new day ; all which we ask for Jesus' 
sake. Amen. 
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Heavenly Father, at the beginning of a new 
day, we would come and worship reverently in 
Thy presence. Thou art of purer eyes than to 
look on iniquity, and canst not have companion- 
ship with the despisers of Thy grace. 

But Thou turnest to every one who is humble 
and of a contrite spirit. Bich in goodness and 
long-suffering, — as a Father pitieth his chndien, 
the Lord pitieth those that love and fear Him, 
thoogh man likes not to retain Thee in his 
knowledge, and the records of our race have 
shewn that we are prone to sin and averse to 
good. 

Thou hast revealed to us Thy will from hea- 
ven, and we would thank Thee for the discovery 
of Thine adorable perfection and wonderful 
works. Great is the Lord, and greatly to be 
feared. Help us to understand Thy word, — 
may it be to us as a light that shineth in a dark 
place. Beveal to us the splendour of the Sun 
of Bighteousness ; and, as united with Christ, 
may we copy the graces He displayed, be filled 
with His spirit, and conformed to His example. 
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We would rely on the promises of the Word, 
be awed by its threatenings, and guided by it 
in the discharge of duty. Open our eyes, Giver of 
light and life, that we may see wonderful things 
out of thy law ; and enlarge our hearts, that 
we may run in the way of Thy commandments. 
Teach us Thy statutes. Keep us from pre- 
sumptuous sins, and establish us in the way of 
peace : for Jesus' sake. Amen, 



•o- 



Lord, our Maker and Preserver, who hast 
kept us safely throughout this day, help us, in 
reverence and humility, to bow before Thee. 
Thou art not confined to temples made with 
hands. Before other offerings Thou preferrest 
that of hearts touched by a sense of unworthi- 
ness, and of spirits desiring the promotion of 
Thy glory. 

We bless Thee for the endearing aspecti 
under which Thou hast made Thyself known, 
as the Father and Preserver of the human race ; 
the Hearer of Prayei, tVva ^^i^^^^^ ^ 
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Israel, the reconciled Father, who desireth not 
a sinner's death, but that he should turn from 
his wickedness and live. 

Like lost sheep, Lord, we have strayed : 
blindly refusing to hear Thy voice; averse to 
Thy guidance ; despismg the green pastures and 
still waters ; going into dangers and straits from 
which only Thy hand and power can save us. 

Against Thee we have sinned. But from our 
wanderings we would return to the Shepherd 
and Bishop of souls. Thy beloved Son came 
to seek and save what was lost. Taking our 
nature. He dwelt on earth ; and, having fin- 
ished His work, is exalted now, a Prince and 
Saviour, to give repentance and the remission 
of sins ; — ^is made known as the good Shepherd, 
who laid down His life for the sheep, — ^who lives 
to provide for their wants, to deliver them from 
foes, and lead them to the spot which His wis^- 
dom has chosen, — ^and where His love and ten- 
derness are shewn. 

May we hear His voice, trust in His guidance 
and yield to His authority. As His sheep, may 
we see Him. Satisfy our wants. Heal our 
backslidings. Love us, Father. Keep us 
from foes, and bring us at last to the portion of 
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Thy people, — ^that we may change the toils of 
the wilderness for Thy promised rest, and be 
led to the fields and streams of the heavenly 
Canaan. 

We thank Thee for the mercies of this day ; 
for the renewed proof of the kindness and love 
of our Father in heaven. Let thy protection 
keep all who are near and dear to us. When 
our bodies shall be mingling with dust, may 
our spirits be with Thee; that we may rise 
with gladness, on the resurrection morning. 
Hear us, we beseech Thee, and answer our peti- 
tions, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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How excellent, Lord, is thy name, who hast 
set thy glory above the heavens I All things 
around should remind us of Thee, for each day 
bears witness to Thy goodness, and each evening 
to Thy care. We have lain down and slept 
peacefully and safely, because Thou hast sus- 
tained us; and we would now give thanks to 
Thee, Almighty Father, for the renewed mercies 
of another day. 

How great, Lord, is the goodness displayed 
to such as love and fear Thee I From the first 
moment of our existence, to the present hour, 
we have been objects of Thy love, —that has pre- 
served us from danger, drawn us to Thy service, 
made conscience rebuke our backslidings, and 
the truths of Thy Word to give us instruction. 
We have known something of Thy power, and 
stand in awe ; but the wonders of Thy love as 
shown in providence, and still more folly in 
redemption, claim for Thee a first place in our 
regard. 

Thy mercy, Lord, is in the heavens ; Thy 
^itMolneBB reacheth unto the clouds. Thy 
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righteousness is as the great mountains, and 
Thy judgments are as a great deep. Lord, 
Thou preservest man and beast. How excellent 
is Thy loving-kindnesSj Grod I therefore may 
the children of men put their trust under the 
shadow of thy wings. 

Especially we bless Thee for giving Thine 
onlyrbegotten Son to be delivered for the of- 
fences and raised for the justification of His 
people ; Who died, the just for the unjust, to 
bring sinners to Thee ; by Whose offering the 
claims of justice have been fully satisfied ; — so 
that it is indeed a faithful saying that He came 
to save sinners, even the chief. We thank Thee 
for a scheme of grace suited to our wants as 
forlorn, guilty, rebellious creatures ; and that 
when no other sacrifice would have sufficed, — in 
the cross of Christ, mercy and truth have met 
together, righteousness and peace have embraced 
each other, nor is there condemnation to any who 
are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after the flesh 
but after the Spirit. 

Let Thy goodness lead us to repentance, and 
Thy faithfulness encourage us to hope in Thy 
mercy. In the season of affliction and distress 
lead us to the Kock once smittelit\^ai^3wb^25R»ssJL 
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of mercy might flow forth. Preserve us from 
the evil that is in the world. Shelter us in the 
time of temptation. Be our strong tower and 
the rock of our defence. Let our portion be with 
Thy people, and may our iniquities be blotted out 
from the book of remembrance. Let thy mercy, 
Lord, be upon us, according as we hope in 
Thee. May goodness and blessing foUow us all 
the days of our life. May we dweU in the house 
of the Lord' for ever: and to Thy name in Christ 
be the- glory and praise ascribed. Amen. 



Heavenly Father, who inhabitest eternity and 
the praises thereof, Whose name is holy, help us 
this evening to approach Thee with filial rever- 
ence and confidence, saying Abba, Father. Thou 
rulest in the armies of heaven, and among the in- 
habitants of the world. AU things are naked and 
open before Thee, who readest the secrets of every 
heart and observest aU that passes throughout 
Thy dominions : who art not far from us at any 
moment, but compassest our path and lyingdown, 
— BDd art ftiUy acquainted with all our ways. 
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Our lot is ordered by Thy wise disposal, 
without Whom not even a sparrow &Ileth to the 
ground, and the very hairs of our head are 
numbered. Though surrounded by light and 
glory, and reigning over countless worlds ; Thy 
regards are also with the sons of men, — ^the 
&llen and guilty, the impure and polluted not 
being excluded from Thy care: who owe to 
Thee every earthly good they now enjoy, and 
the prospect of aU eternal blessings to which 
they can look forward. 

We bless Thee for a salvation suited to our 
wants and condition as sinners ; for a dispensa- 
tion of grace into which angels desire to look, — 
a manifestation of Thy character fitted at once 
to arouse and to allure; for words of peace 
spoken to the desponding; for a good hope 
through grace made known in the message of 
reconciliation; for the appearance in the flesh 
of Jesus Christ, Thine only-begotten and well- 
beloved Son ; — ^who persevered in the work given 
Him to do, till He exclaimed on the cross, It is 
finished. We rejoice that thus justice has been 
satisfied and truth established ; a door of hope 
opened to the condemned, a way of access to 
the mercy-seat made knowiL\ ^sii\3Msl^\5feR»»afc 
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of Messiah's oflfering, Who bare our sins in His 
own body on the tree, there is no condemnation 
to any who are in Christ, who walk not after 
the flesh but after the Spirit. 

We have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus 
Christ the righteous, whose pleading prevails 
and whose love is inexhaustible. May we look 
to Him as our salvation and desire ; cleave to 
Him as a friend that sticketh closer than a 
brother ; have recourse to Him at every period 
of difficulty and darkness ; — ^in the hour of temp- 
tation and the time of sorrow ; amidst the dis- 
tresses and pains of life, and in the prospect of 
death. May we hear His voice, be accepted as 
His followers, imbibe His spirit, and seek in 
some measure to reflect the purity and beauty 
of His example. 

Bless us with constant and increasing supplies 
of grace and strength, that we may advance 
from one degree of grace unto another ; — hav- 
ing Jesus formed in us the hope of glory, and 
being engrafted as branches on the true and 
living vine; that, — one with Christ, — ^we may 
be enabled to rejoice in the persuasion that 
no disaster can sever us from His love, nor any 
distance estrange from His regard. 
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PardpB, good Lord, all that Thou hast seen 
amiss in our thoughts and acts this day. For- 
give our sins; bless and save us; and let us 
repose this night under the shadow of Thy 
wings, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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We adore Thee, Lord, as the Creator and 
Governor of heaven and earth, Who sustainest 
whatever Thou hast made. Thou art sur- 
rounded by light that is inaccessible and full of 
glory. The very heavens are not clean in Thy 
sight, and Thou chargest Thine angels with 
foUy. 

Compassing our path and lying down, Thou 
understandest our thoughts afar off, — before 
Whom the darkness is as the noon-day. Our 
deeds are written in the book of thy remem- 
brance ; Who searchest the hearts and triest the 
rein* of the children of men, noticing our prone- 
ness to the entertaining of sinful and worldly 
thoughts. 

The faults and follies of our childhood, and 
the iniquities of our youth ; our disobedience to 
the warnings of the Word and the lessons of 
Providence, we confess before Thee. The readi- 
ness we have shewn to prefer the service of the 
creature to the love of the Creator, — the occa- 
sions on which we have broken Thy holy law, — 
lifting up our arms against Thy majesty, — may 
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well fill our souls with dread, and induce us to 
say, In Thy sight, Lord, what flesh living 
can be justified ? 

Whither can we go from Thy presence, or flee 
from Thy Spirit? If we ascend to heaven, 
Thou art tiiere. Could we take the wings of 
the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts 
of the sea ; — there would Thy hand lead us and 
Thy right hand follow us. Should we say, the 
darkness will cover us, even the night would be 
light about us; for, the darkness hideth not 
from God, — and the night shineth as the day. 

We rejoice to know that there is with Thee 
forgiveness that thou mayest be feared, and that 
the blood of Christ Jesus cleanseth from all sin ; 
that He died, — ^the just for the unjust, — and 
that there is no condemnation to any who are 
in Him. 

May we have Christ in us, the hope of 
glory ; be partakers of His righteousness, re- 
newed after His image, and conformed to His 
example. May we act, sincerely, in Thy ser- 
vice, Lord ; may we belong to Thy people. 

Purify our minds from evil thoughts. Let 
our lips be restrained from speaking guile ; and 
may we be enabled to Bay, ^k<fe Tttj ^sRsc^^si^. <2^ 
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old, Lord, Thou knowest all things, and Thou 
knowest that we love Thee. 

We would abide this day under the shadow 
of His wings who is almighty. Keep us from 
evil. We praise Thee for the protection of the 
past night, and we ask of Thee to fit us for 
the duties and trials of a new day : aU for the 
sake of Christ Jesus, our strength and Ee- 
deemer. Amen. 



Lord, with whom is the residue of the Spirit, 
and who art a Father to all that call upon Thee 
in truth, solemnise our minds when we would 
approach Thy presence. Call in our wandering 
thoughts and elevate our affections. Manifest 
to us Thy grace and goodness, and do for us 
abundantly above what we can ask or think. 

We thank Thee for the comfortable promises of 

the Word, and we would take its precepts as our 

guide ; seeking after the animating hopes which 

// ^o7d8 forth, and desiring to be at length pre- 
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sented before Thee perfect in Zion. Open our 
eyes that we may see wonderful things out of 
Thy law, and enlarge our hearts that we may 
run in the way of Thy commandments. 

Thy greatness is unsearchable. But Thy 
love also passeth knowledge, and thou meanest 
to bring many sons and daughters to glory, — 
leading the blind by a path they know not, — 
making darkness light before them, and rough 
places plain. We bless Thee for the revelation 
of Thy truth and mercy through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who came into the world to seek what 
was lost, and to bring back what was driven 
away ; through whom the tidings of mercy are 
announced, and who purifies to Himself a pecu- 
liar people, zealous of good works. We ask to 
be partakers of His holiness, and to be trained 
up in meetness for the inheritance of the saints 
in light. 

May we learn from the cross of Jesus, hatred 
to sin, — seeing there how a God of holiness and 
justice must view it. May we feel that without 
holiness none can see the Lord, or be glad at His 
presence. Help us to crucify the flesh with its 
affections and lusts; to have our conversation 
in heaven ; to prove faith by love ; and to brin^ 
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forth, more abundantly, the peaceable fruits of 
righteousness. 

Fulfil in us the pleasure of Thy goodness, and 
a work of faith with power. Break not the 
bruised reed, and quench not the smoking flax ; 
but, — as Thou art gathering into one the dis- 
persed of Judah, and preparing living stones 
for that spiritual temple which is rising to the 
praise of the glory of Thy grace ; — ^may we also 
be polished by the Master's hand ; and account 
the service of God and the possession of His fa- 
vour as our chiefest joy. 

May we hear Thy voice, and watch daily at 
wisdom's gates ; seeking to keep our garments 
pure, and to avoid even the appearance of evil. 
May He who begins a good work in any of His 
creatures, carry it on until the day of His appear- 
ing. Preserve us against security and sloth. May 
we add to our faith virtue, and to virtue know- 
ledge, and to knowledge temperance, brotherly 
kindness and charity, that we may prove neither 
barren nor unfruitful in the work of the Lord, 
but may abound more and more in the know- 
ledge and practice of the Christian graces and 
virtues. 
JSelp U8 daily to think of the great accoimt 
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that has to be given in, and enable us with our 
whole hearts, to glorify and obey Thee, for the 
sake of Jesus Christ our Lord and Bedeemer. 
Amen. 
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Thou that hearest prayer ! to Thee should 
all flesh come, to render the reasonable service 
to which Thou art entitled, and to ask those 
blessings which concern the health and comfort 
alike of body and soul. 

Pour out upon us at this time the spirit of 
supplication, that we may worthily cry unto thee, 
Abba, Father. We are indeed unworthy to 
take Thy holy name into our lips, for our sins 
testify against us. We have to confess the too 
frequent coldness and languor of our approaches 
to Thee. We may have asked the bestowment of 
what would have been hurtful. We have erred 
alike regarding what we dreaded, and what we 
hoped for ; we have often presented but outward 
homage ; so that we must acknowledge that 
man is of himself unable to direct his steps 
aright. 

Father in heaven I may Thy Spirit help our 
infirmities, and give us discernment of Thy 
holy and blessed will ; while we believe that 
Thou orderest all things for the present good, 
snd eternal advantage of Thy people. 
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We thank Thee for the atoning work and 
sacrificial endurance of Thy Son, our Mediator 
and High Priest, who ever maketh for His 
people intercession ; through whom a new and 
living way of access has been opened ; so that 
the charges of the law may not be heard against 
any for whom Christ died ; and there is encour- 
agement to present our requests in His name 
whom thou always hearest. 

Grant, Lord, such worldly prosperity as is 
best for us, and enrich our souls with the trea- 
sures of Thy grace. Sanctify us in soul, body, 
and spirit; preserve us from evil, and protect 
us in time of temptation. Fill our souls with 
love to Thee ; and let our tongues speak of Thy 
righteousness. May our bodies become temples 
of the Holy Ghost ; and may we have a good 
hope through grace, looking forward to the in- 
heritance above. 

Preserve us. Lord, for in Thee we put our 
trust, and be at the right hand of each one of 
us, that we may not be greatly moved. Fit us 
for every duty. Prepare us for such trials as it 
may be appointed unto us to meet, for Jesus' 
sake. Amen. 
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Lord, Creator of the universe, and Maker 
of heaven and earth, at the close of another 
day, help us to shew forth Thy praise. Who 
art the Author of every good and perfect gift. 
We belong to a fallen race, who have disowned 
Thine authority, and denied Thee the honour 
which is Thy due. We have scorned Thine 
admonitions, neglected Thy precepts, and been 
too much given to the service of the world and 
sin ; having in effect said, Who is the Almighty 
that He should reign over us, or what profit is 
there if we serve Him ? 

Justly mightest Thou cast us off from favour, 
and visit us with the punishment due to the des- 
pisers of Thy goodness. But Thou hast not 
left us to hopeless misery and ruin, as in mercy 
Thou hast looked on many who were once dead 
in trespasses and sins, and didst raise them to 
be Thy children. 

We thank Thee for the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, Thine only-begotten and well-be- 
loved Son, — ^for the tidings of peace, and the in- 
vitation to love and serve Thee. Thy Spirit 
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dwells in Thy people's hearts. We therefore 
pray that our minds may be enlightened to know 
the truth as it is in Jesus, so that we may pre- 
sent our bodies unto Thee, as living sacrifices. 

Help us to remember the purity which is re- 
quired in those who would be Thine ; and may 
we seek to be heirs of God, and joint-heirs with 
Christ, growing in likeness to Him, who hath 
left us an example that we should follow His 
steps. Sanctify us in soul, body, and spirit, and 
let our life in the flesh be a life of faith in Him 
who loved and gave Himself for us, and who is 
now exalted far above principalities and powers, 
that every knee should bow to Him, and every 
tongue confess that He is Lord. May we render 
to Thee the unfeigned homage of the heart, 
and show by our daily conduct that we have 
passed from death to life, and that we are 
seeking a city which hath foundations, the 
builder and maker of which is God. 

We thank thee for this da/s mercies. For- 
give all our sins, and enable us to rejoice in Thy 
protection, for Jesus' sake. Amen. 
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Almighty God, in whom we live, move, and 
have our being, help us to approach Thee. We 
are dependent on Thy bounty for all we have 
and all that we look forward to enjoy. May 
we have a just sense of the honour of being 
permitted to approach Thee ; — ^bearing in mind 
that Thou art of purer eyes than to look on 
iniquity, and canst not have fellowship with 
any who provoke Thee to anger, — despising Thy 
warnings, indulging in sinful practices, and ad- 
mitting unholy thoughts. 

We are unworthy of ourselves to approach 
Thee, or to draw near to the place where Thine 
honour dwelleth. Iniquities testify against us. 
The sentence of thy law is against us. We 
have given to the creature the glory due to the 
Creator ; have followed the path of the carnal 
and careless; have sought a chief portion on 
earth, rejecting many a summons to repent- 
ance; have sinned against light, providences, 
and mercies ; so that we have deserved to incur 
Thy wrath, and to be consigned to the place 
where Thou hast forgot to be gracious. 



FAMILY PBATEES. 47 

Hide Thy face, Lord, from our sins : blot 
out our iniquities: that we may know the 
blessedness of those whom Thou choosest and 
causest to approach Thee. — We thank Thee, 
Father, for the sacrifice offered by Messiah ; 
for the wondrous display of love, power, and 
grace, which was seen on Calvary ; where the 
Shepherd of Israel bled and died, to satisfy 
Divine justice and reconcile us to Grod. We 
thank Thee for that offering which atoning sac- 
rifices prefigured, — ^for the blood of sprinkling 
which speaketh better things than that of Abel, 
— ^for the oblation and sacrifice into which angels 
desire to look. 

May we be washed in the fountain opened for 
sin and uncleanness, and be clothed with a 
righteousness pure and spotless. Teach us the 
exceeding sinfulness of sin. May the love ot 
evil be subdued. To the sacrifice of Jesus may 
we look as the rebuke of unbelieving fear ; and 
may we seek to crucify the flesh with its affec- 
tions and lusts. 

Help us to go forward to the discharge of 
duty or the endurance of trial, looking to Him, 
and asking grace to say, Father, not our will, 
but Thine be done. Enable us^ we ^ra.^ <i€ 



48 FAMILY FBAYEB8, 

Thee, this day to abide in the faith, fear, and 
love of Thee, for the sake of Christ, our 
Strength and Eedeemer. Amen. 



•o- 



God, who dwellest not in temples built with 
hands, who bendest Thine ear to hear the prayers 
of Thy worshippers on earth, — accept of our 
thanks for this da/s mercies. Our Protector, 
Thou hast compassed us about with goodness, 
and proved the high tower and rock of our 
defence, — providing for our wants alike in time 
and throughout eternity. 

We were early cast on Thy bounty. Thou hast 
cared for us, and given us many things to enjoy. 
Our rebellion and ingratitude have not made 
Thee desert us; nor our forwardness and dis- 
obedience to cast us off; for we are still in the 
land of the living to praise Thee, and are 
debtors to Thy mercy; so that our souls and 
all that is within us should be stirred up to 
praise and bless Thy name. 

We thank Thee for the revelation of grace, 
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— ^for the tidings of a finished redemption, and 
for the prospect of an exceeding and eternal 
weight of glory : — which eye hath not seen, nor 
ear heard, neither hath it entered into the heart 
of man to conceive; — an inheritance secured to 
the faithful by Thy word of promise, and re- 
specting which so many precious discoveries have 
been made. 

Blessed are they, Lord, who dwell in Thy 
courts, and who praise Thee ;— freed from every 
remainder of corruption and taint of sin ; not 
a few of whom came out of great tribulation, 
and were rescued as brands from the burning ; 
but whose hearts were touched in a day of 
power, and who having been led to enter heartily 
into Thy service on earth, have now had their 
robes washed and made white in the blood of 
the Lamb. 

May we share in the spirit and mind of these 
Thy saints, who now, through faith and patience, 
inherit the promises. Fill our souls with love 
to Thee. Teach us to live in this world as 
those should do whose main treasure is laid up 
in heaven. Help us to rejoice in the prospect 
of the time when God's elect shall be gathered 
into one ; when Jesus shall \i^ ^<^fe\i\s^ ^^^^Kns. 
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people. Let us think of the time when the Lamb 
in the midst of the throne shall feed and lead 
them to Uving fomitains of waters, and God shall 
wipe away all tears from their eyes. 

May we keep this high destiny in view, liv- 
ing prepared for a world to come, having our 
loins girt and our lamps burning, as servants 
who wait for their Master's coming. Help us 
to deny self, to take up the cross and to follow 
Christ, — ^that, having learned to love and serve 
Thee on earth, we may praise Thee for ever in 
the sanctuary above. 

Watch, we beseech Thee, Shepherd of 
Israel, over our slumbers this night. Let no 
evil befall us nor any plague come near our 
dwelling, and be pleased to grant these our 
humble desires and requests, for Jesus' «ake. 
Amen. 




FAMILY PBA TEB8, . 51 . *'• 



Almighty God, Author of eteiy good and 
perfect gift, we would come to Thee under a 
deep sense of Thy majesty and glory. Thou 
createst light, and causest darkness to cover the 
earth, thus marking the fit seasons for labour 
and repose; while by the succession of days, 
weeks, months, and years, we are warned that 
our earthly sojourn is drawing onward to a close, 
and that the night may soon come when none 
can work. 

From everlasting to everlasting, Thou art 
God, without variableness or shadow of turning; 
the same yesterday, to-day, and for ever ; who 
didst of old lay the foundation of the earth, 
while the heavens are also the work of Thy 
hand. These may perish, but Thou remainest. 
The heavens shall be gathered together as a 
scroll, and the elements melt with fervent heat ; 
but we, Thine immortal offspring, shall remain. 

Thy kingdom hath no end. Thy righteous- 
ness endureth throughout all generations. Thy 
purposes stand, and Thou dost what Thou 
wiliest. But the generations of meu e.i^^'we. ^\. 
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but a little in this world, and soon the place 
that knew them shall know them again no 
more for ever. May we remember that we are 
pilgrims to eternity ; that om* days on earth are 
as a shadow, and that we spend our years as a 
tale that is told. Teach and help us, then, O 
Lord, to spend the time of our sojourning here 
in tear, so numbering our days as to apply our 
hearts unto wisdom. 

Keep us from undue love of a passing world, 
and enable us to look, in faith, to realities eternal 
and unseen. May we seek to improve each pas- 
sing hour, — desirous of growing in grace ; and, 
forgetting things behind and reaching forth to 
things before, may we press diligently to the 
mark for the prize of the high calling, laying 
aside every weight, and looking to Jesus the 
Author and Finisher of our faith, who, for the 
joy set before Him, endured the cross and des- 
pised the shame. 

Help us. Lord, to turn our alloted time to 
the best account. Help us to rule our passions; 
lead us by the right way to that city, the 
Builder and Maker of which is God. Help us 
to keep our garments unspotted by the world, 
Hud to abide in faith, fear, and love of Thee, 



FAMIL T PEA YES8. 53 



laying up treasure in heaven, and seeking for 
glory, honour, and immortality. While we live, 
may we live unto the Lord; as disciples of Christ 
rescued from bondage to corruption ; and when 
we die, may we die in Thee, falling asleep in 
Jesus, and waking to the sense of a blessed 
eternity. 

Let such aims this day rule our conduct in 
our intercourse with the world. Keep us from 
eviL Dispose us to Thy service, and unite our 
hearts that we may fear Thy name. — ^May the 
glorious gospel be spread abroad, until Christ 
shall take His great power and reign, every 
nation and tongue ascribing praise to Him. 
May the darkness cease and the true light shine 
on every land. And to Thee, Father, be the 
glory ascribed through Christ, world without 
end. Amen. 
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Almighty and most gracious God, who hast 
hitherto guided our steps through the wilder- 
ness of this world, — ^at the close of another day 
and week, we would render thanks for Thy 
goodness and grace. Thus far we have been 
brought upon the journey of life; and while 
many of our fellow-creatures have been called 
hence, we are permitted to remain in this world. 
Sickness has come near us, but we have escaped 
deadly harm. Dangers have been ^.t hand, but 
Thou hast extended the shield of protection, 
giving ufi abundant reason to praise and glorify 
Thy name. 

We lament before Thee our unprofitableness: 
— the poor return we have made for Thy good- 
ness; — how apt we are to forget Thee ; and our 
unwillingness to realise Thy presence, to look to 
Thee for direction, and to have our steps ordered 
by the guidance of Thy Word. 

But to the Lord belong mercy and forgive- 
ness, though we have rebelled against Him. 
Teach us to look with single eye to the promo- 
t/on of Thy glory ^ and, in faith and desire, to 
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say, Speak Lord! for Thy servant heareth. 
Keep us from undue anxiety about the things 
of time; and, while seeking diligently to dis- 
charge present duty, may we also desire to be 
guided by Thy counsel and fitted for the glory 
that is to be revealed. 

We bless Thee, that in the Word we have 
line upon line, and precept upon precept : that 
we have not only been warned to flee from the 
wrath to come, but have heard of the way of 
access to the Father, opened up by Him who, 
in the fulness of time, came to work out the 
redemption of His people ; who gave Himself 
for them, an offering and sacrifice to God ; and, 
having overcome the sharpness of death and 
opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers ; 
is exalted to watch over His people's inter- 
ests, to protect them from foes, and bring them 
to enjoy happiness and glory. May we love Thy 
law, esteeming its precepts and promises as 
precious, and thankful for its guidance. May 
our faith work by love, and lead us to cultivate 
the peaceable fruits of righteousness. 

We thank Thee, Lord, for Thy goodness 
to us during this day. Do Thou be pleased to 
bless all in whom we feel votet^s^ftjJL* ^^ws^^x.^ 
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US for the exercises and duties of to-morrow. 
Let Thy blessing descend upon all the faithful 
Teach us, Lord, to redeem the time, and 
carry on within us the work of sanctification, 
for Jesus' sake. Amen. 



THE END. 
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